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Ronidd Rotunda

Comimissioner, Fan Poligeal Practices Commission
c/o Chapman University Law School, Room 406
One Universily Drive

Orange, Califomm Y2R66-1032

Dear Commussioner Rownds:

[tge vou to votg in favor of supporting Asscobly Bill 2239, which 1 authored o merease
candidate transparency while substantiadly reducing the need for imdepandent expenditures. Al
2239 08 pat ol nem #17 an your Apeil § agenda, FPPC staff has not taken a position on this hill,

Under curtent law, campaign finance reports are filed us infrequently as a semi-anpual hasis
during non-glection perinds and every other month during pre-election periods, For cxample, a
candidate on the ballot in June 2012 filed semi-annual Statements iy 2011 from January [=June
J0 and July 1-Degember 31 and pre-election statements 1 2012 from Januwary §-March 17,
March LE-Muay 24, and May 25-lune 30.

My bill, AB 2239, will require that candidates report contributions and expenditures within 24
hours, With this mare rapil reporting requirement, timsparency will be greatly mercased and
will allow the public and watchdog arganizations to hetter moniwor the Mow of palitical moncy
and hold politicians accountable,

In 2000, Califomia volers approved Proposition 34 i an elTort to “put the brakes on special
nterest money™ and “lmit campaign spending.” However, ¢fforts (o place campmgn
contribution liits on cindidates has proven lo be an abyeet failure. Since Prop 34 passed,
independent expenditures bave inereased i stunning 6000%,. Independent expenditures have
reduced aecountability and reduced transparency.

Prop 3475 attempls to imil money i politics have had the unintended consequences of making
money harder o wace and reducing candidate aceountability. Ending the Prop 34 cops will
render tnaceountable independent expenditures und shadowy 1E PACS unnecessary. leaving
candidates responsible for the contributions they receive and the spending they make.

Llimmating Prop 34 limits while requiring 24-howr disclosure of contributions and expendilurcy
i5 the anly way to hold politicians accountable ta the public and render independent expenditures
unnecessary, so frespecttully urige you o vote in favor of supporting AR 2239,

Sincerely.

Member, California State Assembly



